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What is CFNC?

A free resource for North Carolina students and 

families to Plan, Apply, and Pay for College!

• Comprehensive Web Site 
(English & Spanish) at   
CFNC.org 

• Toll-free telephone advice at 
866.866.CFNC

• Field representatives in 
every area code in NC



College Application Materials

Many factors can impact admissions & scholarship decisions, 

including:

Courses taken

Grades received 

Class rank

Standardized test scores

Personal statements and essays

Recommendations

Extracurricular activities

Interviews

Which factors MOST affect these areas?

It depends on the college…..



High School Course Selection 

Balance challenge with success

Take advantage of opportunities

Plan backwards with pre-reqs

Honors

Advanced Placement (AP) 

International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment

CTE Internships

Electives: CTE, Arts, P.E., Languages             

Transcript = Academic record

Review transcript each year

GPA = Grade point average

Unweighted vs Weighted

Class Rank

Colleges initially see your first 

3 years of high school

High School Academics



Get Involved 
How do you improve your resume, find opportunities for engaging essay 

topics, and even improve your recommendation letters?

Find your passion(s). Cultivate these and take on leadership roles and skills.  

Keep asking:  How can I better manage my time well and still challenge myself to  grow?

Student ProTip: Create a running “Brag Sheet” with accomplishments and activities starting 
in 9th grade.  Resource: www.cfnc.org/news/brag-sheets/

 Sports participation
Music / Fine Arts
Community service
Volunteer Activities
Community involvement
 School-based Honor Societies, Clubs
Work / Internships / Apprenticeships
 Service projects
Academic Awards/Accomplishments

https://www.cfnc.org/news/brag-sheets/


Find Student Enrichment Opportunities

• Search for programs, 

including after-school 

programs, summer 
camps, and other 

enrichment activities

• Explore your career 

interests – find the 

right fit!

www2.cfnc.org/StudentEnrichment



Plan Your Future

Planning = Success in High School 



Plan for your Career



Average COA for Colleges

2021 2022 2023 2024 Total

Community College 6,382         6,701      13,083    

UNC Campus 23,100       24,255    25,468    26,741    99,564    

North Carolina Private 48,133       50,540    53,067    55,720    207,459  

Out of State Public 49,855       52,348    54,965    57,713    214,881  

Out of State Private 62,385       65,504    68,779    72,218    268,887  

Cost estimates are unweighted averages,  inflated at 5% per year



The Community College Option



It’s Never too Early to Start Researching for 

Scholarships!

Four main resources:

– Local (work with school counselor)

– North Carolina scholarships

College Foundation of NC - CFNC.org

– Institutional scholarships (visit college websites)

– National scholarships

• Check App Store (they have an App)

• Use Google!



Various Full 

Scholarship 

Requirements



Various Full 

Scholarship 

Requirements



Scholarship Tip: Stay Organized



All CFNC.org 

services are 

FREE!

My Student Aid 

App

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA.gov)

• Signature - FSA ID (FSAID.ed.gov)

www.StudentAid.gov

FAFSA Application Process 

**Annual Application

**Start the process October 1st of the                

Senior Year!



FAFSA : What info is needed?

• Income, earnings from work, tax liability – *Prior Tax Year*

• Assets as of the day you file FAFSA (Not retirement or home value)

• Household size and Information

• Marital status of parent (s) and spouse info



Useful Free College Financial Planning Sites

• StudentAid.gov

App- MyStudentaid

• CFNC.org

• College Board.org

• Individual College Websites

-Net Price Calculators



Save Money for College Applications!



A part-time job never hurts!

• Consider part-time work in high school and college

-make connections

-learn strengths and weaknesses

-save money

-build a resume



Upcoming Webinars 
To learn more visit CFNC.org/events



Sign-up for our CFNC Newsletter

Get CFNC news hot off the press by signing up for 

our newsletter. Stay in the loop with all the latest 

news, training, contests and more. You don’t want to 

miss out on what’s going on with CFNC!



Connect with CFNC

College 
Foundation of 
North Carolina 

(CFNC)

@CFNC College 
Foundation of 
North Carolina

@myCFNC



Questions ?

866-866-CFNC (866-866-2362)

8am-7pm Monday-Thursday

8am-5pm Friday

Visit CFNC.org 

Like, Follow, and/or Message me on Facebook or 

Instagram: *Timeka at CFNC*


